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Painting walls in fresh light, neutral colors help buyers picture 
themselves living in the space because they are neutral enough to go 
with most buyers furnishings and they make the space look larger. A 
recent study by Zillow found some colors in specific rooms, particularly 
light blues, increased the sales price in homes, and a lack of color or 
certain colors decreased the sales price.  Why? Color affects emotion 
and buyers buy because of emotion! 

There is an art to picking color and making sure all the various 
undertones in whites and neutrals work together with your existing 
finishes.  Hiring a certified color consultant can help you pull it all 
together.  Here are some tips for some great paint colors that will work 
well in most homes and help you have a faster and more profitable home 
sale! You could receive over $10,000 more for your home sale by 
picking the right colors! 

1. Go Greige 

Neutral colors are generally gray or beige with undertones of a variety of 
colors. Picking the right paint is really about making sure the neutral 
colors and whites work with your fixed finishes. “Greiges” are a mixture 
of gray and beige that are versatile and will work with a wide variety of 
floorings, countertops and other finishes.  Greiges are great for living 
and family rooms and exterior colors and increase the sales price, 
according to a recent study by Zillow.   
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Avoid blues in the living room and browns for the exterior. Here are a 
few that are beautiful and neutral to attract buyers. 

• Accessible Beige- Sherwin Williams 
• Manchester Tan- Benjamin Moore 
• Edgecomb Gray- Benjamin Moore 
• Revere Pewter- Benjamin Moore 

2. Paint ceilings, trim and outdated wooden cabinets “off white” 

White is one of the least “safe” paint colors to use, because whites 
have a variety of undertones that need to work with the fixed finishes 
and fixtures of a home. Some “off whites” however are versatile and 
will go with most finishes.  Here are three whites that work with many 
finishes. 

• White Dove- Benjamin Moore 
• Simply White- Benjamin Moore 
• Cotton Balls- Benjamin Moore 

3. Paint the bathroom a light powder blue to periwinkle 

A recent study by Zillow found that light blue bathrooms sold for $5,440 
more.  Blue is calming and relaxing. Avoid painting the bathroom white 
though, as homes with white bathrooms often sold for less. These light 
blues work great for bathrooms. 

• Woodlawn Blue- Benjamin Moore 
• Quiet Moments- Benjamin Moore 
• Whispering Srping- Benjamin Moore



4. Paint the Kitchen a soft gray-blue 

The Zillow study found that kitchens painted a soft gray-blue sold for 
more,  while kitchens painted yellow sold for less.  Blues go best with 
white cabinets. Here are a few soft grays with blue undertones. 

• Quiet Moments- Benjamin Moore 
• Grey Owl- Benjamin Moore 
• Passive- Sherwin Williams 
• Stonington Gray- Benjamin Moore 
• Pale Smoke- Benjamin Moore 

5. Paint the Dining Room slate blue to pale gray blue 

Dining rooms painted in slate blue to pale gray blue sold for $1926 
more. Try these great neutral grays with blue undertones. Avoid brick 
red and terra-cotta so that you don’t lose $2000. 

• Gray Owl- Benjamin Moore 
• Stonington Gray- Benjamin Moore 
• Van Courtland Blue- Benjamin Moore 

6. Paint the Bedroom a light cerulean to cadet blue 

Bedrooms painted in cerulean or cadet blue sold for $1856 more, while 
rooms painted in pinks sold for less. Here are a few cerulean blues. 
• Quiet Moments- Benjamin Moore 
• Palladian Blue- Benjamin Moore 
• Beach Glass- Benjamin Moore 



7. Paint the Front Door navy blue, dark gray or charcoal 

The Zillow study also found front doors painted navy blue, dark gray or 
charcoal brought an increased value of about $1514. Here are some 
beautiful charcoal grays. 

• Temptation- Benjamin Moore 
• Kendall Charcoal- Benjamin Moore 

Personally, I like a more colorful door! Here is a beautiful red that I 
think would attract buyers. 

• Caliente- Benjamin Moore 
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